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FROM THE PTSA

Bennett Dear Bennett Familics,

Website:
Our quiet holiday season is over and we ar¢ i full swing on our PTSA winter and
spring cvents. We will certainly miss Cindy, Bobby, Marta and Kate Mueller! They have spent
WWWw, many wonderful years here al Benneft! We had a good-bye dessert for them before they de-
bennett parted for Houston. Thanks to Paula Miller, evervone left with some warm memories and even
element ary.org a tear or two. We will miss them!

We would like to thank Carol Losi for coordinating the Reflections Art program. We
had many children honored locally at Crossroads Mall. We also have several students who
have entries going to the state level for judging. Congratulations to all of the students who put
their hearts into their projects this year. You have shown us your own vision of what courage
means! Certificales and artwork will be coming home shortly.

. - . The next big event we have coming up is the MARINER Ticket Raffle. Sara Wilson,
Inside this issue: Dec Hoglund and their committec arc doing a great job procuring Mariner tickets for the raffle,
including Diamond Club scats! They have been working with the Mariner's head office for
some FUN prizes for the student salespeople. We wilt be sending information home February
o 10th. The raffle will kick off with an all-school Marincr day including a ballpark theme lunch
Young Scientist Workshops #1 and an emertaining assembly on Feb. 28th! Thank you everyone for your enthusiasm and sup-
port of this new fund-raiser.

Young Scientist Week is coming up March 24-28th. The Washington Statc PTSA

Family Writing Event ?1  recognived Bennett’s annual event last year with the "Taking Significant Action' award. Ann
Huseby and Marion McDermott are already underway to make this vear's Young Scientist
Mariner Raffle 3 Week a big success. Whether your studend is a kindergariener or a non-scientist. going through

the process of setting up an experiment, studying the results and presenting the findings is a
wonderful way for children to become more confident in their abilities. These small accom-
Focus Day in Olympia 31 plishments add up over the years {o make a self-confident young person! You should scc their
proud, shining faces when their friends and families tour the exhibits!

Thank you to Lauric Cottle for organizing our January Food Drive. We are so lucky to
Bennett Calendar #| live in Bennett ncighborhoods and it is always important to take responsibility for our commu-
nity as a whole. We also thank Norma Gilbert for committing her time and energy to help
Crossroads’ families have more comfortable homes. Please donate household itcms, furniture
and truck usage if you are able!

Information contained in directories,

newsletters, or membership lists pub- We would also like 1o thank the Multicultural Commitiee headed by Getit Banai for
lished by Richard Bennett Elementary the French Cultural Afiernoon held Thursday, Jan. 23rd  We have a wonderful mix of cultures
:(‘;IT:::;{T:I) ;‘i?;l':fc‘f:“dnﬁ" _F;‘“’P"ﬁ_"f represcnied by Bennctt students and it was fun (o leam more about the French culture and cui-
3 .y £TC1ad, - . . - .
cal or ideotogical, or for any omp; sine, The next Cultural Afternoon will be in March so look for fliers at the end of February!
purposes not consistent with the Wash- Thank you 10 all of you parents and staff for the ¢xtra hours you spend in the class-
ington Congress of Parents and rooms and on committees helping to give Bennett students an enriched education!
Teacher By-Laws.

Sincerely,

Kristine Keski

National PTSA President

PTH



Youmg Scientist Week After-School Workshops

The PTSA Scicnce Tearm 1 sponsonng two after-school workshops to help kids get started on their projects for
Young Scientist Week. Tho wodksbops are free and will be mited to 30 kids each (unless there are more volunteers
willing te help out). Signed perm:ission shps are required to participate — if your child’s permission slip got lost,
there will be extras placed oa the shelf across from the office. The science workshops will be held in the art room.
Dates and times are:

Tuesday. February 4, 2065 3:30 - 500 PM

Wednesdav. February 12, 2002 110 - 3:00 PM

To volunicer or reserve a spot, call Ann Huseby at 747-8140 or Marian McDermott at 653-1235.

To find out more about Young Scienust Week, check cut the science section on the new Bennett web site at
http://www bennettelementary org/SP/scicnee htm . If you are unable to connect to the web site from home, you can
aceess it from any l\mg C ounty hbrar\ or klds Can access 1t from the computers at school

All Bennett familics arc invited to join Laura Kvasnosky (Young Authors Guest author) for an cvening of family
stories on February 25th from 6:30-8:60. Mrs. Kvasnosky will facilitate as familics work as teams to illustrate and
then wrtte a treasured family story. Materials will be provided. Refreshments will be enjoyed as you read and cele-
brate your finished pieces. Please RSVP with your child's classroom teacher for each individual from vour family
that plans to aticnd. RSVF's need to be made bv February 2 1st.

Thank you,

Bennett Young Authors Commuttec

— = ———— |

Highlights from Bellevue PTSA Council Meeting
January 6, 2003

February 12th is the PTA Focus Day m Olympia. Charter buses will be available for parents to ride down in. Contact
Denmis Gerlitz, Belevue High School legistative tep, for information.

The Every Child is & Winner Fair will be held sorctime in March. We are again working with the City of Bellevuc.

Nominating committees are hard at work working on the slate of officers for cach school as well as for council posi-
tions. When someone calls vou asking vou to voluntecr, please consider saying YES!

Our mecting schedule 1s Feb. 3 at 9:30am, Mar. 3 at 7pm. Apr. 7 at 9:30am. All meetings are held at he ESC, the dis-

trict headquartcrs. Please plan to attend!

i Hopelmk's Tmancaal Management Classes have bcen

5 re‘;cm duled for Wednesday mghts from 6-7:30, March 5,
3, & 26 and April 2, 9 & (6.

Training Classes at Lake Washington
 Warchouse training begins Feb. 11, 2003 it mects in
i the cvening. The office class bepins March 3, 2003

and meets daly 9.30-3 30pm Lo ( Oﬂtdut

Contact: . | Jessien Baden

Christina Harter F:amm Jeveiopment Program Coordinator

Career Speciaiist impdmk j
Family Workforce Development Ceier D148 12 Maiss 8i, Bellevae WA 93007 i
4757398385 Phone {425) 943-7577, Fax (425) 644-9784

chrl‘;tma harteriagiwic wdu

Vare @



2003 MARINER RAFFLg

The third of our four fundraisers for this vear will be an all new exciting, fun, spirited rafflc of Scattlc Mariner
tickets! Each student will have the opportunity to sel] raffle tickets to family, friends and neighbors for the upcoming
Mariner scason. The classroom in cach grade jeve! that sells the most tickets will reccive something special. On Febru-

ary 10th permission slips and detailed informarion wili ~ be sent home with all the students. The permission
slips will be due back to the school by February 14th. b‘

‘ ] \\\
We will have a Mariner Day Rally after winter break the week of February 24th and information packets

will go home with the students that same week. The selling of the raffle tickets will begin on February 28th and run
through March 13th. Al money will be duc or Friday March 14th. The final raffle drawing for the prizes and Mari-
ner tickets will be held the week of March 17th. There are many opportunitics to hiclp out with this new and exciting
fundraiser! Please contact Dec Hoglund (423-957-0445)or Sara Wilson (423-747-6973)if you are interested in helping
out!

(;o Mariners!

Focus Day | S - !
WHY GO TO OLYMPIA ON FEBRUARY 12?

Here come some numbers,  K-12 funding is about 42% of Washington state’s General Fund. The General Fund has a $2.4 billion
deficit. if K-12 takes a proportional hit of the $2.4 billion deficit, that would be around $1 biltion. We have about 1 million Wash-
ington school kids. $1 billion divided by $ L million cquals a $1,000 deficit, per student! If a school has 500 kids, then it’s hit would
be $500,000. That’s a heck of a ht against one small school! 1f a school has 1.000 kids. then the hit would be a cool million dol-
lars. That’s real money, when you look at a school’s budget!

In order to have a “veice” in Olympia, we have to get to know our legislators. More importantly, our Jegistators have 1o get to know
us, their constituents. It’s all about Relationships. Those with Relationships have Access.  Those with Access have Voice. We
must all ask our local members person-to-person, just like I'm asking vou right now, to come with us to Focus Day. Please. It's
important. Ask your friends, to come us to Olympia on February 12th. 1t’s critical. :
If you arc unable to go to Olympia on Focus Day., please wrile or call your legislators: Here is a fist of our legislators and a sample !
letter below. |

Senator LUKE ESSER Rep. ROSS HUNTER Rep. RODNEY TOM

48th Legislative District (D) 48th Legisiative District (R} 48th Lepislative District

Legislative Office: 211 Newhousc Building Olympia Office: Olympia Office:

P.O. Box 40448; Olympia, WA 98504-044% PO Box 40600 PO Box 40600

Telephone: (360) 786-7694; Fax: (360) 786- 319 John .. O'Brien Bldg. 441 John L. O'Bnicn Bldg.

7524 Olympia. WA 98504-0600 Otympia. WA 98504-0600

Toll-Free Legislative Hotline: 1-800-562-6000 (360} 786-7936 (360) 786-7848

c-mail; esser_lwidileg. wa.gov E-mail: hunter_ro@leg wa.gov Commitlees  E-rnail: lom_roiileg wa. gov
Sample leiter

Dear (Legislator)

While we understand there is a current economic crisis. lcaving the Legislature with (he daunting task of cutting $2 biilion from the
budget. 1t is not the time to do this on the backs of Washington's children. Two years ago. the voters of Washingion with morc
than & two-thirds majority passed initiatives to supporl our public cducation system. 1-728 and I-732 gamered more support than
any other initiatives in our history. This overwhelming support is a mandate that vou cannot afford to ignorc. Al the same time. the
downturn in {he cconomy has incrcased the need for social services for families. As this Legislative scssion gets underway, [ urge
you work jowards an equitable balance in the budget keeping the heatth, education aud safety of children paramount in vour deci-
sSI0NS. 1
Thank you, :

Page 8



trormg The Editors

Editors:  Karia Ostund snd Japan Carter
We are pleasedd io serve as ediors of The Friday Flyer this year,

Send submissions to thefndayllyer®yahoo.com. Please do not send
formatted text priduced ma word-processing document. 1t's casi-
estaf you just e the mlomusion t_lhi‘w!,ly mio the body of your
email program. Ploae advise us of any speatic (ormattiing request
it vour el

The deadline for the sext tssue of "Phe Mrday Flver is February 7th.
! } ay

R
Bennett Hias a New Web Site!
http://sww bennettelementary org
Bennett Elementare has a new web site and its very own domain!
Go to http:/Awvww bennettclementary org and check out the new
took! Many thankz to Beanett parents Gitit Banai and Tom Gordon
for their hard work getting this new site up and running

LOOK WHAT WE BOUGHT WITH
CAMPRELL SOUP LABELS!

At our tast PTSA Geseral membership meeting, the members voted to

- purchase scveral items using points accumulated from colfecting Camp-

| bell's Soup labels.

- Those present at the mecting ranked these based on information from cont-
 mittce chairs. teachers and principais.

| We will be able to order the fol lowing,

' 1. Electric Staplers (2)

12 Twe-Way Radios (6 seis—1 ~ct per grade clusier)
3. 1200x Microscope (1)

4. Alpha Microscopes {6}

5. Sony Digital Camera (1)

1. Panasonic sieres (1}

7. Gears {set of t--for scicnce proicets)

/8. Emergency Radio Lights (3)

. Thanks to all who submiited requests and voled Tor these items.
+ And keep coilecting and turning in those soup labels (and box tops)!

Message from Norma Gilbert, Benmictt Staff Member:
I have been blessed to heip fanilies w the Crossroads area 1o up-
grade thewr stancdard of Bving. People wil! call 1o fet me know that
they have a beds, dineste set, vie 1o ave away. Twill then ind 2 home
for the wenss, Beranse of the small apartinsres bunk beds work besi
for the chiddren. Whast 1 wovein desprerate need of 1s a van or nuck
with a canopy to move furmtue. 1 von would like o be on cail for
pick-up and delvery OR d'vou hiappor o have a van or traek sitiing
around and would hke 10 donawe, please oadl ine at $55-4807. Thank
you so much for your consideration.
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Feb 11: Board of Directors Meeting (incl.
all commuitice chairs)

Feb 12: Focus Day in Olympia (sponsored
by PTA)

February 17- 21: Mid-Winter Break

February 25: Family Wriing Fyent,
5:30pm-3pm - Author, Laura Kvasnosky

—

March 1-14: Marmers Baseball Ticket
Raffle

March 5 or 6: Cultural Alternoon

March 11; PTSA 4th General Mecung

March 12: The Reptle Man Assembly

March 19: Skate King

March 21: No School



