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FROM THE PTSA

Dear Bennett Families,

Go Bennett Bulldogs! Go Mariners! We are in [ull swing on our new lundraising event,
the MARINER RAFFLE. Wc had a fun (and loud) pep rally assembly last Friday to
kick off the event. We have had MANY students requesting additional raflle uckets to
sell. This means we are doing great! We have one more week to sell raffle tickets so
don't hesitate to request more tickets. You can return the unsold tickets at the end if you
want. Great job to all of those students who are either selling tickets or cheering their
teamn on! The tickets are only on sale until March 16th so remember to return the rafile
proceeds, the ticket sales log, and the unsold tickets to school in the envelope on Mon-
day, March 17th. We need all of the envelopes returned by Friday, March 21st! Good

luck!

Our next General PTSA meeting is Tuesday, March 11th at 7:00 pm. The
meeting will run until 8:00 with a guest speaker until 8:30. Child care is provided. We
will be clecting our 2003-04 PTSA Executive Board so we would like a full house if pos-
sible. Thank you to the Nominating Committee for their hard work in putting together a
slate of recommended officers for next year. If you know anyone who would like to run
for an office, please nominate them at this meeting and your votes will decide who will
serve next year,

Mark your calendars with the date of March 19th, our next Skate King party.
- }'fhe kids really hive fun (slocializing with their ﬁ'ienc:f] from Sﬁhool while they Sklatled the

: = . ternoon away. A reminder (o parents, you must either directly supervise your children
Inside this issue: at this event or arrange for a friend or relative to be at Skate King. Permission slips will
be going home shortly.

The Young Scientist Weck is March 24 - 28th. You should have already or-

dered i(l)ur display boards and started planning your experiment. There arc workshects
Young Scientist Week 2| in the kiosk across from the oflice to aid your child in planning their experiment. You
should also go ondine at www.bennettelementary.org/SP/science.htm. If you have addi-
tional questions or would like to volunteer for the family night during Young Scientst
Mariner Raflle 2| Week, please call Ann Huseby or Marion McDermott. Good fuck again to all of the
students making the effort to submit a project. ' We look forward to seeing the students
i _ proudly showing off their work!
A letter from Dr. Riley a Our final fundraising event for the year is the auction with a new format. This
vear it will be a Mini-Auction combined with the Spring Social {Sock-Hop) scheduled for
Bellevue Schools Foundation Grants | Mid-may. We will refer to this event as the Mini-Auction/Spring Social. We will be
* keeping the event at Bennett but will expand the evening to include a family dinner and
the Mini-auction. The Mini-auction wili include Classroom Keepsakes, Classroom Bas-
Bennett Calendar 4| kets and Staff donations. We will have a combination of a silent auction and a live auc-
tion which we are trying to keep to under one hour. We want this event to be the best
FAMILY event it can be! We NEED a special individual to work with the auction com-
mittee who can coordinate the volunteers and make sure everything runs smoothly. I
promise this will only be a 2 month commitment with very fcw meetings. Please con-
sider volunteering for this if you can by calling Kristine Keski at 865-9758.

Bennett
Website:

www.bennett
elementary.org

Information contained in directories,

ﬁ:mexﬁfﬁm:mmﬁ%:g;ﬁgy Finally, I would [like to remind all of the wonderful families at Benneut that
School may not be used for purpose of you and your children are what make Bennett shine! We have a terrific new building,
solicitation, ither commercial, politi- playground and computer lab and fabulous teachers who really care about your children,
cal or ideological, of for any other There bgve been many planned and unexpected changes at Bennett over the past several
P:gtrposeé not C(mmgtlfnt wtism anﬂée Wash- yeaclis.l lhl(:t I;FmSA ﬂlls ch;lalnglimsiﬂéti:u; _funld-ralg‘.mg dalzvcnls,.(t‘}]lﬁ: pringci ::les &mve changed t}tlsc
ington Congress of Paren grade level teams, the school district is changing the curriculum and testing requirements,
Teacher By-Laws. and many teachers are making changes ?(;Ela varicty of personal and B%ofc(;sional rea-

sols. AI{ of this change can be unsetding if we let 1. Remember that we all have the

same goal, lo provide the best educational experience for your children. Please keep

National open minds and open lines of communication with everyone involved in your child’s
education. The more information your share, the more positive progress can be made!
m Remember, we are ali in this together!
Sincerely,

Kristine Keski, PTSA President
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MARINER RAFFLE

The third of our four PTSA fundraising events for this year will be an all new fun and exciting raffle of Seattle Manner
tickets! We are asking each student to sell $5 raffle tickets to family, friends, and neighbors for baseball tickets to the
upcoming Mariner season. Raffle prizes will include 6 sets of 4 Mariner baseball tickets and 3 sets of 2 Terrace Club
tickets. The GRAND PRIZE is a set of 2 Diamond Club tickets (valued at $500) and au: Ichiro autographed basebalt!

e The selling of the raffle tickets will nm from Feb. 28th through March 16th.
o  All money/uusold tickets will be due back on Friday, March 21st.
¢  The final raftle drawing will be held on Monday, March 31st, 2003

To reach onr goal, we are going o have cach class work together as a "team”. We will be having fun contests for the
grade level teauns, classroom teams and even several MVP awards. All students will be rewarded for their efforts
whether they're a player or an enthusiastic fan!

Batiers up! The competition has begun. GO MARINERS! GO BULLDOGNS!

If you have any questions, please contact Sara Wilson at (425) 747-6973 or Dee Hoglund at (425) 957-0445. Thauk
you for your support, 2003 Mariner Raffle Committee.

Young Scientist Week
Free Parenﬁng Class Young Scientist Week is now just over two weeks away! Get ready for
, all sorts of cool science activities with Bennett young scientists and Pa-

A free parenting class for 10 Mondays beginning  cific Science Center scientists. Remember, all students that do a sci-
March 17 and going to May 19 from 68 PMis  ence project and bring in a project display receive a science achieve-
being offered through the Kindering Center. ment medal. Kids do not have 1o work alone - they can do a joint
Free childeare is available also, so this is awon-  project with classmates or siblings.
derful opportunity to increase your parenting .
skills and learn more about effective communi- 1 you still need help, go to the Bennett web site science page at htpy//
cations, managing anger, self-esteem, growth and  WWw-bennettelementary.org/ SP/science.htm and look for the Bennett
development, and behavior management, The ~ Sctence H‘f“dbmk (good for parents/guardians) and 'lnllfs 10 cool scr-
Kindering Center is located at 16120 NE 8 cnce web sites. If you are unable to connect to the web site from
Street in Bellevue. If you are interested or want oM, you can access it from any King County library or kids can ac-
more information, please contact Lois Ralphat ~ ccss it from the computers at school.

425-653-4302. : Here are dates to remember:

Joan Spencer +  Sdence pm;rect display board distribution, March 10-14
Counselor/School Psychologist * Young Scientist Week, March 2438

for Bennett Elementary +  Bring s;;,dmt project displays and set up at school, Monday,

Family Science Night, Wednesday, March 26

Young Scientist Week Volunteers Needed!

Bennett students arc not the only ones that get to have fun. Volunteer to help with Young Scentist Week! We noccd help
with;

+ Student science project display set up, Monday, March 24, 8:30 AM - 9:30 AM

+ Classroom help to facilitate scicnee project sharing (times TBA by class)

+ Family Science Night set up, Wednesday, March 26, 1:00 PM - 4:00 PM

+ Family Science Night hands-on scienee experiments (your chance to really get messy and have a blast), Wednesday,

March 26, 5:30 PM - 8:00 'M
* Clean up, Wednesday, March 26, 8:00 PM and Thursday, March 27, 2:00 PM

Sign up on the volunteer schedule that will posted across from the Bennett office or call Marian McDetmott at 653-1235.
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Proposal for New Graduation Requirements
Dear Parents:

I have recently received a number of individual requests for information about my proposal on graduation requirements,
and I thought it might be helpful to simply send the following clarifying points to all of you.

First, no proposal has been made to the Board of Directors nor has it been distributed among the public (or published on
our website). My work on this began a little over a year ago and I wanted (o have time to share it with teachers, curriculum
developers, principals and other staff members before finalizing it and taking it to the board and the community. I am
hoping to complete this work and bring the proposal forward by the fall of 2003.

Sceond, the proposal is uid. T sent the stafl one version last spring, I used a second version when I held this August's lead-
ership institute for principals and others, and I sent yet another version to staff a couple of months ago. It appears itis time -
for yet another iteration since I have now had more discussions with more staff members and have some other ideas to try
oul. A couple of weeks ago I met with all of our secondary guidance counselors. A short time after that, 1 heard from our
music teachers. And just this week, I met with our speech teachers. I will probably write some more over the midwinter
break and send out information to staff again at the end of February/beginning of March.

Third, because we aré starting to get a lot of public interest, we will publish information on our website and make some
print materials available. Look for these on the same timeline, i.e., end of February/early March.

Fourth, the Forum that will be held in March at the International School is not sponsored by the district. Plenty of princi-
pals and curriculum folks will be there to lend a hand and share their voices (I have a board meeting that night}, but more
information about the event will have to come from those sponsonng it. ‘

Filth, from the outset, I have been talking about making changes for the Class of 2010, the current fifth graders. The
school district is not considering changes for kids who are now in middle or high school. The state has macde some altera-
tions in their graduation requirements for the Class of 2008, but these are fairly minor. The biggest change from the state
is the requirement of a culminating project, but we believe we will be able to meet this requirement without making signifi-
cant changes in the students’ class offerings or schedules. '

Finally, the principals of alt our schools - elementary through high - have a great deal of information about the work we
have been doing on the proposal, so contact them if you would like to have a conversation about our ideas.

I think that's all for now. I will make surc you are notified when we post information on the website.

Sincerely,

Mike Riley
Supenntendent, Bellevue Schools

Yearbooks are Coming NEW Bellevue Schools Foundation
and You Are In It! Grant deadlines!

It is time to order your 2002-2003 Bennett Elemen- Fall cycle - September 8, 2003 Winter cycle - Janu-

tary Yearbook! Order forms have been sent home ary 12, 2004

with students and there are additional forms in the

kiosk by the office. Yearbooks are $11.00 and the We are replacing our Spring and Summer cycles. Due

due date is March 28th. Please return order forms to | |to increased demand for BSF grant awards our grants

your teacher or to the office. schedule is changing to better meet your needs. Please
watch for an announcement regarding new opportuni-

Thanks! ties and revised guidelines.

ég;?g;gg{grgr Visit our website www.bsfdn.org or call Dianne Cam-

tstafford | @earthlink.net eron at (425)456-4199 for more information.
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From The Editors

Editors: Karla Ostlund and Janan Carter
We are pleased to serve as editors of The Friday Flyer this year.

Send submissions to mdnda&rﬂycr@yahm .com. Please do not
send formatted text produced in a word-processing document.
It s easiest 1f fou Just type the information directly into the body
of your email program. Please advise us of any specific format-
ting request in your email.

The deadline for the next issue of The Friday Flyer is March 183, |

Please note: Due to no school on Fnday, March 21st, the next
Frday Flyer will come out on Thursday, March 20ch,

Focus Day a Success!

More than 250 PTA members flooded Olympia on February 12th
to advocate for Washington State's 1.5 million children and youth.
They met one-on-one with their legislators and testified in support
of WSPTA-endorsed legislabon. Individual legislative district cau-
cuses of PTA members were held as well as a group gathering
with speakers, including Lisa Bond, WSPTA President, John
Stokes, WSPTA Legislative Director, and Carol Taylor Cann,
WSPTA Government Affairs Liaison, plus a showing of pertinent
videos. The PTA advocates hosted a reception for State legisla-
tors where a Resolution was presented to the Washington State
PTA by Senator Tracey Eide and Representatives Ross Hunter
and Rodney Tom. The Housc and Senate Joint Resolutions

praised the WSPTA for its advocacy accomplishments and contin-

ued efforts to improve the lives of every child in Washington
State. On Tuesday the 11th, WSPTA leaders were guests of the
Senate when its Resolution honoring WSPTA was adopted. Alt
in all, the PTA presence was definitely felt in the Legislative halls
and chambers on those days. Check with your local legislative
chair, Regional Legislative Chair, or the WSPTA web site at www.
wastatepta.org, for more details, and what to do next.

WSPTA, Every child. One woice.
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Calendar
March 11: PTSA General Meeting

March 12: Reptile Man Assembly

: March 16: Mariner Raffle Ticket Sales
1 Fnd

I

| March 19: Skate King

| March 21: Professional Day, No School

- — ————

| March 24 - 28: Young Scientist Week

{ March 26: Young Scientist Family Night

} April 8: Board of Directors Meeting,
‘ including all committee chairs

1

; April 9: Gears of Invention Assembly
; _

| April 14-18: Spring Break

l

! | May 5: Mexican cultural aftemoon

May: Teacher Appreciation Week

May 13: PTSA Genceral Mecting

| May 14: Talent Show
1 o

I
=May1& Mini Auction / Spring Social

1
1
i May 26: Memorial Day, No School
|
1
™



